










































May 30, 2022 

 

Chair Quilici 

Vice Chair Nolan 

Commissioner Bennett 

Commissioner Lottes 

Commissioner Trent 

  

Re:  Agenda Item #2 Proposed Becker Development Agreement                  

  

Dear Commissioners: 

 

We respectfully request that the planning commission continue this item to a future date to allow 

time for the community to gain a deeper understanding of one of the largest Ojai land use 

proposals in recent memory.  A 305-page staff report with an attached draft of a proposed 

development agreement between the City of Ojai and the Becker Group is a lot to take in and 

respond to.  

 

This consolidation of four separate developments into one decision that includes a ten-year 

timeline was created absent any substantive community outreach or input. In addition, reaching 

ten years into the future on multiple projects some of which will not be embarked upon for many 

years, usurps future Planning Commissioner and elected City Council members’ ability to opine 

on them relative to circumstances nearer to the time they will be built. This approach 

unnecessarily denies future voters their right to be represented in these decisions. We encourage 

the Planning Commission to consider a more democratic approach. 

 

There are several questions that we have concerning the proposed 10-year development 

agreement between the City of Ojai and the developer.    

 

How did we get four separate developments with a ten-year timeline from a settlement 

discussion over a dispute regarding one relatively small project?  

 

The staff report refers to a lawsuit. Why was there a lawsuit?  What were the concerns the city 

had regarding the Cottages Among the Flowers development? What are the details of the 

dispute?   

 

Please bring this information out into the open and clearly explain what happened. Two of the 

proposed developments are displacing low income renters.  That is briefly referenced in the staff 

report (June 1, 2022 meeting Administrative Report, page 2, Background, Paragraphs 3 and 4). 

Has everything possible been done to avoid displacing these low income renters from their 

homes? 

 

Under a present state mandate and local law, property owners are allowed to charge whatever the 

market will bear for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and tiny home pads. It is important to 

allow the community time to openly discuss the pros and cons of the Planning Commission and 



City Council using their discretion to approve more market rate development in addition to the 

new ADU construction in Ojai. 

 

Again, we respectfully request that the planning commission continue this item to a future date to 

give the community time to fully understand the need for, and implications of, this highly 

unusual development agreement and to provide informed and meaningful responses to the same. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Leslie Hess 

Simply Ojai 




